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Happy 250th Independence Day! 



 

 

Solomon no. 20 F&Am- 2026 oFFicerS 

WM- Derrick Coach   904.537.1314  derpopco@gmail.com 

SW- Ian Bozeman   904. 874.8100  nitrix708@gmail.com 

JW - Luis Rueda-Vargas  904.553.9448  brotherluis33@gmail.com 

 

Secretary- Clayton Vandiver, Jr. PM 904.710.8884  Solomon20sec@gmail.com 

Treasurer- Mike Davison PM               (please contact another officer to reach the Treasurer)  
 

SD- Demitri Perkins   904.422.2757   

JD- Adam Marc Esquilin  973.563.3500  a.esquilin@outlook.com 

     

SS- Jimmie Boone PDDGM  904.588.5238  jgb182@gmail.com 

JS – Rory St. John PM   904.294.8301  akridesr@comcast.net 

 

Tyler- Austin Waters   717.490.4125  watersaustin18@gmail.com 

Chaplain- Calvin Oglesby   904.613.0932  caloglesby@tutanota.com 

Marshal- Issac Williams PM  904.554.9797  Issacwilliams454@yahoo.com 

Historian/Musician- TBA 

Trestleboard Editor- Clayton Vandiver (for any content submissions, questions, or suggestions) 

c/o Vanimation Studios   904.469.8955  vanim8@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

lodge oFFicer TrAining 

The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Florida encourages all members of the Craft to further 
their knowledge of Lodge operation, especially those concerning the Elected and Appointed 

Officers of each particular Lodge. The Lodge Officers Training program was designed to educate 
and test your knowledge of Lodge procedures, business, penal code, and other areas.  

Contact your Right Honorable District Instructor for details. 

 

“To learn is to 
be young, 
however old.” 
 

~ Aeschylus 
    Greek playwright  
    b 525 BC 



 W∴ Derrick Coach - Worshipful Master 

 

Brethren, 

Happy July! As we celebrate Independence Day, let us reflect on the principles of 
freedom, equality, and fellowship that both our nation and our Craft are built upon. Many 

of our founding fathers walked the floors of a Masonic lodge, and their legacy remains our guiding light. 
With the summer heat upon us, our schedule changes slightly.  
 
Please take note of our upcoming plans:  
 
 We will meet on July 13, 2026, at 6:30pm for our monthly business. 

 Join us for our annual Family Picnic on July 27, 2026, at Solomon Lodge. 

 

Even if you are traveling or spending time away from the Lodge room this summer, remember that your 
Masonic duties never rest. Check in on our older Brethren, support our widows, and continue to practice 
charity and brotherly love in your daily lives. 
 
I wish you and your families a safe, healthy, and happy July. 
 
Sincerely and fraternally, 
 
W:. Derrick Coach 

Worshipful Master 
Solomon Lodge No. 20 
25 E. 1st Street 
Jacksonville, FL 32206 

1314-537(904)  
Email: derpopco@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Explore The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of  
Free & Accepted Masons of Florida website. Click the link!  ==> 

In June, Worshipful Derrick Coach and Legendary Past Master & Past 
District Instructor IAM James Vick presented our Junior Warden, Brother 
Luis Vargas his diploma for completing all modules of the Leadership 
Training Course from The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free Masons 
of Florida. Congratulations Brother Vargas!  
 



 Ian Dale Bozeman - Senior Warden 
 
 
Greetings from the West, Brethren, 
 
I want to give congratulations to our Lodge for making it halfway through the year. We are doing 

great so far and it’s such a pleasure seeing – and being a part of -  everything we have accomplished. We are 
growing with new members and keeping the investigation committee busy. Our historic building is finally getting 
the repairs it needs on the front porch area. Solomon is holding strong! 
 
If anyone needs to take the MLT classes, please reach out to me. This leadership training is expected for all 
officers and so helpful and full of information for any member of the Lodge, but it is also required before you can  
be elected to the last three chairs on your way to the East. Don’t wait until the last minute because the 15 modules 
take some time to work through. 
 
Happy 4th of July to everyone. Have a safe holiday on this nation’s 250th birthday, particularly if you are traveling 
with your family. 
 
Salutations,  
 
Brother Ian Bozeman 
Senior Warden 
Solomon Lodge No. 20 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Luis Eduardo Rueda-Vargas - Junior Warden 
 
 Brethren, 
 
A very special article from the Junior Warden is found at the end of this Trestleboard. It was inspired 
by this historic 4th of July holiday. Happy 250th 4th! 

 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Brother Luis Rueda-Vargas 
Junior Warden 
Solomon Lodge No. 20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brothers (from left) Brandon Kinerk, Adam Esquilin, 
Demitri Perkins, and Ian Bozeman enjoy a relaxing meal 
and fraternal fellowship following completion of 
another diligent investigation committee visitation in 
June. Great work gentlemen from a grateful and 
growing Solomon Lodge No. 20! 



The Secretary’s Desk:  

Clayton Vandiver, Jr. P:.M:. 

Brothers All, 
  
Our first DDGM Official Visit this year was a great success. A good turnout demonstrated to our new Right 
Worshipful DDGM and Most Worshipful Grand Master that Solomon is busy, thriving, and an active beehive. 
 
Speaking of active: Repair work has begun on our front balcony and columns. Keep an eye on your email 

for important information about safety, parking, access, free-range green beans, ways to help, and anything else you may 
need to know. Including getting your dues paid for 2026. 
 
First Delinquent Dues Notices are being mailed as required. If you have not paid yet this year, please send your dues asap. 
You may use Amity for card payment or send an old-fashioned check or money order. If you have not received your dues 
card yet and should have, please call me and update your USPS mailing address asap! I had more than a few cards get 
returned marked “undeliverable.” Also, if you have any questions about installing or using the Amity app please contact me.  
 
Remember your help is needed! Solomon Lodge is currently being restored to its iconic beauty of the past and to 
the pride of Freemasonry for the future. You can make a difference today! Our Building Fund campaign needs your 
generous contribution to help repair the front of the building and the beautiful balconies that showcase our iconic Lodge to 
the world. The damage is more extensive than expected. Please help within the bounds of your cable-tow today. 
 

Birthdays (Happy Birthday my Brother!) 
 
7-1 Nicholas Hyder 
7-3 Michael Davison  
7-3 Raymond Lane 
7-4 Happy 250th America!  
7-5 Michael Lesser 
 

7-6 Juan Romero 
7-7 Russell Fisher, Jr. 
7-8 Gary Fussell 
7-8 James Jones  
7-13 Joseph Kiser Jr.  
 

7-13 David Taylor Jr.  
7-24 M∴W∴ Richard E. Lynn, P.G.M. 
7-26 David Land 
7-26 Jerry Murray 
7-30 James Compton

Please come out to our Stated Communications and be a part of all the exciting activity. Your Lodge really does miss you 
when you’re away. I promise - you will always find the finest green beans to enjoy! AND you will be warmly greeted and 
enjoy your time among the Craft at Solomon. That is… Unless you are a green bean! 
     
Fraternally, 
 
Clayton Vandiver, Jr. P:.M:.                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T A K E   D U E   N O T I C E: 
 
Petition to reinstate: to be voted on for Arnel 
Maranon Filipinas. 
 
Petition for the Degrees: Jacob Daniel Shaw is 
concluding Investigation and may be balloted. 
 
Petition to reinstate: Cory Mynhier, PM received 
6/8 concluding investigation and may be balloted. 
 
Petition for the Degrees from Christopher Kyle 
Ash received 6/22 and forwarded to the 
Investigation Committee. 
      

Keep up the great ritual work Brothers! 
Remember Brother: B ready 2 B the 1 asked, 
when they want 2 B 1. (Keep learning). 
 

Last Month’s Charity: LYPMGS / Children’s 
Home Society Christmas Fund. $22.00 

Please make every 
effort to keep 
Solomon Lodge No. 
20 F&AM informed of 
your postal address, 
email address, and 
phone number.  We 
want to remain in 
contact with you.  
 
If you see errors in the 
Trestleboard, please 
also let us know. 
Either email, call the 
editor, or reach out to 
one of the officers. 
Thanks. 
 

Secretary 
Solomon Lodge No. 20 
25 E.1st Street 
Jacksonville, FL. 32206 
C.: 904-710-8884 
Email: Solomon20sec@gmail.com 



EVENTS  
Stated Communication: 

7/13/2026  Solomon Lodge No. 20   6:30 PM meal   7:30 PM meeting. 
 

School of Instruction: 
7/15/2026 Albert J. Russell Lodge No. 126 Meal 6:00 PM – SOI 7:00 PM 

 

Northeast Florida Masonic Association Meeting: 
7/22/2026 Amelia Lodge No. 47   Meal 6:30 PM – Meeting 7:30 PM 

 

Annual Family Picnic Night  
7/27/2026  Solomon Lodge No. 20         6:30 PM Meal and fellowship for the entire family 
 

Open Books: 
1st Wednesday at Orange Park Lodge no. 267     Starts 6:30 PM 
3rd Saturday at Hyde Park Lodge No 370.  Breakfast at 8:00 AM, Books open at 9:00 AM. 

   

Need A Ride? Carpool to Lodge! Any brother that would like to arrange a carpool to the stated 
meeting, please contact your Secretary at c.904-710-8884 or email at Solomon20sec@Gmail.com 

Solomon Lodge No.20 F&AM Committees 
Building Trustees: Derrick Coach, Ian Bozeman, Luis Vargas, Jim Boone PDDGM, Rory St. John PM, Austin Waters 
 
Board of Relief: Derrick Coach, Ian Bozeman, Luis Vargas  
 
Budget & Finance: Ian Bozeman, Luis Vargas, Mike Davison PM, Issac Williams PM 
 
Charity: Ian Bozeman, Demetri Perkins, Adam Esquilin  
 
Masonic Education: James Vick PDI, Robby Stokes PDDGM, Ian Bozeman, Luis Vargas, Austin Waters, Adam Esquilin  
 
Building and Property: Derrick Coach, Ian Bozeman, Luis Vargas, Jim Boone PDDGM, Mike Davidson PM 
 
Hospitality: Luis Vargas, Austin Waters, Demetri Perkins, Calvin Oglesby  
 
Catechism Instruction: James Vick PDI, Rory St. John PM, Jim Boone PDDGM 
 
Lodge Mentors: James Vick PDI, Bruce Oliver PM, Robby Stokes PDDGM, Rory St. John PM, Mike Davison PM, 
Clayton Vandiver Jr. PM 
 
Visitation: Demetri Perkins, Ian Bozeman, Rory St John PM 
 
Petitions: Luis Vargas, Austin Waters, Demetri Perkins, Adam Esquilin 
 
Web- social media: Ian Bozeman, Demetri Perkins, A. Clayton Vandiver Jr. PM, Austin Waters 
 
Masonic Rites: James Vick PDI, Robby Strokes PDDGM, Jim Boone PDDGM 
 
Widow’s Program: Derrick Coach, Ian Bozeman, Demetri Perkins, Luis Vargas, Calvin Oglesby 

 
Trestleboard Editor: Clayton Vandiver, Jr., PM   (not a committee) 

Send correspondence to 25 East 1st St. Jacksonville, FL. 32206  Or cell. 904-710-8884 Or email: vanim8@gmail.com 



Solomon Lodge No. 20 History 
 

PAST GRAND MASTERS FROM  
SOLOMON LODGE   
Thomas Douglas 1851-52   
W. A. McLean 1878-80   
John L. Hall 1923-24   
J. S. B. Moyer 1932-33   
George Fish 1938-39   
Richard E. Lynn 1992 

  
PDDGM FROM SOLOMON   
Walter M. Somers    
Carl A. Bennett Sr.    
Marion  E. Luquire    
Henry J. Chandler    
John R. Stokes  1995-1996 
Frank Reinstine Jr.  2001-2002 

Jimmie G. Boone  2004-2005 
Seth Rothstein  2008-2009 
Christian Keifer (Honorary Member) 2026-2027 
 
PAST DISTRICT INSTRUCTORS  
Jimmie G. Boone  1997 & 2003 
John R. Stokes  2004-2006 
James H. Vick, Jr.  2024-2026 

 
 
PAST MASTERS OF SOLOMON LODGE   (* = Deceased)       
J. W. Bryant * 1849  
W. Gregory Yale * 1850-1851  
Thomas Douglas * 1852-1855  
F. C. Barrett * 1856-1858  
C. S. Emery * 1859  
John W. Price * 1860-1865  
C. S. Emory * 1866  
Charles Slager * 1867  
John S. Dridds * 1868-1873  
Joshua S. Burch * 1874  
Richard Bowers * 1875  
George R. Jones * 1876-1877 
Luther McConihe * 1878-1880   
Wm. A. Young * 1881   
Wm. A. McLean * 1882-1884   
Julius Slager * 1885-1886   
Wm. M. Tucker * 1887   
Henry A. L’Engle * 1888   
Wm. A. McLean * 1889   
Harrison W. Clark * 1890   
Albert M. Lenning * 1891-1892   
Irving E. Baird * 1893   
T. G. Hutchinson * 1894-1896   
Henry G. Aird * 1897   
Charles A. Clark * 1898   
John H. Norton * 1899   
Albert M. Lenning * 1900   
C. S. Hammatt * 1901   
J. M. Poythress * 1902   
John D. Grether * 1903   
R. D. Grether * 1904  
B.M.Reed * 1905  
T. G. Hutchinson * 1906  
T. Allen Jones * 1907  
S. L. Chapman * 1908  
John B. Lucy * 1909  
R. M. Barbour * 1910  
L. C. Menager * 1911  
John L. Hall * 1912  
A. K. Silvernail * 1913  
Harry Planert * 1914  
0. H. Hodgson * 1915  
Ernest W. Curtis * 1916  
J. S. B. Moyer * 1917  
Harry B. Minium * 1918  
J. Lloyd Head * 1919  
James B. Lee * 1920  
T. A. Huggins * 1921  
C. M. Stoddard * 1922  
Gov. Hutchinson * 1923  

W. G. Stedeford *  1924  
Wm. D. McDonald *  1925  
C. F. Markel, Jr *  1926  
0. L. Vordermark *  1927  
George Fish *  1928  
Ray A. Yockey *  1929  
W. M. Wilson *  1930  
S.C.Fiske *  1931  
Rexford C. Dugan *  1932  
Joseph E. Herring *  1933  
E. R. Hammatt *  1934  
Benj. F. Johnson *  1935  
Removed from rolls *  1936  
George A. Oldham *  1937  
Hugh E. Boring *  1938  
N. H. Schoonover *  1939  
Harry P. Crosier *  1940  
Lester G. Gilbert *  1941  
R. G. Macomber *  1942  
N. D. Copeland *  1943  
Paul C. Tanner *  1944  
Tink Hicks  *  1945  
James W. Dowling *  1946  
G. Harold Stanton *  1947  
Harry H. Stiles *  1948  
Charles M. Ferm *  1949  
Edwin M. Norton, Sr * 1950  
Ernest L. Easley *  1951  
Ernest D. Vining *  1952  
Walter M. Somers, PDDGM * 1953  
Robert T. Loftin * .  1954  
Carl A. Bennett, Sr *  1955  
John P. Hancock *  1956  
Marion E. Luquire, PDDGM * 1957  
Minus D. Armstrong * 1958  
Marion 0. Huck, Jr *  1959  
James B. Sasser, Sr *  1960  
Sam Butz*   1961  
Rupert L. Thompson * 1962  
John M. Robinson *  1963  
Arthur H. Worthington * 1964  
Henry J. Chandler, Jr * 1965  
Clyde H. Yonn *  1966  
Churman H. Yonn, Jr * 1967  
Henry S. Herr *  1968  
Gene C. Brown *  1969  
David D. MacDonald * 1970  
Robert L. Ballantine *  1971  
Edward J. Lincoln, Jr * 1972  
Robert E. Summerlin * 1973  

James H. Fletcher *  1974  
Charles T. Stitt, Sr *  1975  
Robert D. Holden *  1976  
Lester Gooch *  1977  
Weldon Johnson *  1978  
John A. Gaskins *  1979  
Morris M. Ashley *  1980  
George Craven *  1981  
Albert C. Smith *  1982  
William D. Sherrill *  1983  
Calvin Houston *  1984  
Donald Leonard *  1985  
David A Thompson  1986  
John R. Stokes PDDGM 1987  
Gaston L. Deacons *  1988  
Hiram L. Robinson *  1989-1990  
John R. Stokes PDDGM 1991  
Julian B. Colbert, III * 1992  
Michael D. Davison  1993-1995  
Henry S. Herr *  1996-1997  
Howard Mac Smith  1998  
Frank Reinstine, Jr.  1999  
Robert L. Swindell, Jr. 2000  
Henry W. McElreath  2001  
Richard H. Snyder *  2002  
Rory A. St. John  2003  
Samuel H. Bennett PDDGM 2004  
Seth Rothstein PDDGM 2005  
Paul Woods  2006  
Robert D. Bracewell  2007  
Jimmie G. Boone, PDDGM 2008  
Ron Stewart *  2009  
Greg McCaulie  2010  
James Krause  2011  
Gary Hopkins  2012 
Jack Capra *  2013 
George Ackley  2014 
Michael Lesser  2015 
Bill Kirkland  2016 
Cory Mynhier  2017 
Gary Reynolds  2018 
James H. Vick, Jr.  2019 
Jason Vymetal  2020 
Russell Fisher, Jr.  2021 
David Straining  2022 
David Kiraly  2023 
Benjamin Flanagan  2024 
Issac Williams  2025 
Derrick Coach  2026 
   2027

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SOLOMON LODGE NO. 20 MEMORIAL BRICK PROGRAM 
 

12 characters per line (including spaces.)  3 lines max 

            
            
            

 

Submitted by: _____________________________________Phone Number: ____________________________ 

DONATION = $50.00   Cash                 CHECK # _______________ (Make Payable to Solomon Lodge No.20           
and Please add in “remarks”: Memorial Brick Program.) 

Mail or deliver to ATTN: Clayton Vandiver PM, Secretary,  Solomon Lodge, 25 E. 1st St., Jacksonville, FL. 32206  
 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Benjamin Franklin, Freemason, Founding Father 
 
Printer, author, editor, inventor, scientist, diplomat; founder of schools, postal systems, government; ambassador, wit, speaker; 
philosopher, politician and Freemason, he was not only the amazing intellect, the Voltaire of Colonial America, but one of the most 
complex and gifted men of all times. He was the Francis Bacon of his age, far ahead of the years in which he lived, and as such, the 
subject of criticism from those who did not understand him. The famous epitaph he wrote for himself barely conceals the Masonic theme 
of immortality as told in our Legend: “The body of B. Franklin, Printer (Like the cover of an old book Its contents torn out And stripped 
of its Lettering and Guilding) Lies here, Food for the Worms. But the Work shall not be wholly lost; For it will, (as he believed) appear 
once more, In a new and more perfect Edition, Corrected and Amended By the Author.” 
 
Benjamin Franklin had everything that a reformer should have, except the desire to reform for the sake of the reformation. He improved 
everything which interested him, but he never tried to force his improvements into the lives of others. He could show a world a new way 
of making glasses, and that lightning comes down a kite string, and that daylight saving time adds to leisure, and that wit and humor 
win more causes than arguments, but he did not try to “make laws about it.” He improved the printing press, the army and navy, the 
common stove, ideas of ventilation, paved Philadelphia and made it a better lighted town, invented a hundred gadgets for common 
living, such as a three wheel clock, a combination library chair and step ladder (they can be bought to this day) an artificial arm to get 
books from a high shelf, “but he never tried to improve or change or alter Freemasonry.” 

 
(Excerpt from http://www.themasonictrowel.com short-talk bulletins) 

  
1776 ~ GOD BLESS AMERICA! ~ 2026 

 



LIBERTY  |  UNITY  |  SERVICE  |  BROTHERHOOD

SOLOMON LODGE NO. 20
COMMEMORATIVE TRESTLEBOARD - 2026

AMERICA AT 250
BUILDING TOGETHER FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL

Unity does not require uniformity. We may hold different opinions and 
still labor toward one common purpose: the benefit of all.

A MASONIC REFLECTION BY

BROTHER LUIS VARGAS
Junior Warden
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A NATION WORTH APPRECIATING

On July 4, 2026, the United States of America will commemorate the 250th anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration 
of Independence. This historic occasion should be more than a celebration of the past. It should be an opportunity to  
reflect upon the principles that gave birth to this nation and to consider our responsibility in preserving and strengthening 
them for future generations.

I became a citizen of the United States through naturalization, but I have always considered myself an American in the  
broader geographical sense. I was born in Colombia, on the continent of South America, and later made my home here in  
North America.

I came to the United States because it was - and continues to be - a prosperous nation filled with possibilities. It is a  
country built upon laws, liberty, individual rights, and the belief that opportunity should not be limited by a person's  
birthplace, background, culture, or social position.

Those principles are among the reasons I  love this country. They are also principles that must never be taken for  
granted.

The promise of America is not that every citizen will think alike. The promise is that people with different experiences, 
beliefs, origins, and political philosophies may live together under a common system of laws and work toward a more  
prosperous future.

UNITY DOES NOT REQUIRE UNIFORMITY.

We do not need to agree on every political, religious, or social matter to recognize that we share the same communities,  
face many of the same challenges, and desire safety, dignity, opportunity, and prosperity for our families.

As we commemorate 250 years of American independence, our purpose should not be to deepen the divisions between 
right and left. Our purpose should be to discover how individuals with different ideologies can work together toward one  
common goal: the benefit of all.

A MASONIC REFLECTION

I  joined  Freemasonry  in  pursuit  of  knowledge.  I  wanted  to  better  understand  why  so  many  influential  individuals  
throughout history became Masons. I wanted to study the principles that guided their actions, their sacrifices, and their 
understanding of liberty, independence, responsibility, and government.

The Freemasons of earlier generations did not merely inherit a system. Many of them helped imagine and construct 
one. They lived during periods when questions of freedom, self-government, religious tolerance, education, and human  
dignity were urgent matters. They understood that liberty could not exist without personal discipline, moral courage, civic  
responsibility, and an educated population.

Their tools were not only the square, compasses, level, plumb, and trowel. Their tools were also knowledge, reason, 
dialogue, organization, brotherhood, and service.

We live in a different time, but the need for those tools remains. Our work today may not be the establishment of a  
new republic, but we are still called to build. We must build stronger men, stronger families, stronger Lodges, and stronger 
communities.

RETURNING TO PURPOSE

Freemasonry carries an extraordinary history, but history alone is not enough. An institution must not only remember its  
purpose; it must practice it.

We should ask ourselves: Are we helping our Brothers become more educated? Are we helping them become financially  
and personally stable? Are we supporting their families during periods of illness, unemployment, grief, or hardship? Are we  
creating opportunities for mentorship and professional growth? Are we using the experience, knowledge, and connections 
within our Lodge to help one another prosper? Are we serving our community in a visible, organized, and meaningful way?
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Brotherhood should be more than sharing a meal or attending a stated communication. Brotherhood should mean  
that no worthy Brother walks alone when facing a serious struggle.

The prosperity of a Lodge begins with the well-being of its members. When Brothers are educated, stable, productive,  
and supported,  they become better  husbands,  fathers,  leaders,  citizens,  and servants  of  the community.  Our network 
should be a network of encouragement, accountability, knowledge, and opportunity.

A Brother who possesses experience should teach. A Brother who has succeeded should mentor. A Brother who has  
connections should help open appropriate doors. A Brother who is struggling should be able to ask for guidance without  
humiliation. A Brother who has fallen should be helped to stand again.

This is how we apply the working tools of Masonry to the living stone.

OUR 250TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITMENT

EDUCATE

Share knowledge.

MENTOR

Open doors.

SUPPORT

No Brother alone.

SERVE

Strengthen community.

UNITE

Work beyond division.

THE WORK BEFORE US

The 250th anniversary of the United States provides Solomon Lodge No. 20 with an opportunity to renew our commitment 
to Masonic and civic service.

Let us commemorate this anniversary not only with flags, speeches, and ceremonies, but with action. Let us encourage 
education. Let us promote civil dialogue. Let us support our Brothers and their families. Let us serve veterans, young people,  
seniors, and neighbors in need. Let us create mentorship between generations. Let us strengthen the bonds between men 
of different backgrounds and opinions.

Let us demonstrate that disagreement does not require hatred and that diversity of thought does not prevent unity of  
purpose.

THE WORKING TOOLS FOR OUR TIME

As Masons, we are taught to meet upon the Level. On that Level, wealth, profession, nationality, political affiliation, and  
social position do not determine a man's value. His character, conduct, and commitment to truth are what matter.

THE LEVEL The nation and the Lodge belong to all who accept the 
responsibilities that accompany freedom.

THE PLUMB Live uprightly, even when public passions tempt us away from 
principle.

THE SQUARE Deal honestly and fairly with those whose opinions differ from our 
own.

THE COMPASSES Restrain the passions that divide us and keep disagreement within 
due bounds.

THE TROWEL Spread the cement of brotherly love and affection through service, 
encouragement, and unity.

These teachings are not relics of another century. They are urgently needed in our own.
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BUILDING THE NEXT 250 YEARS

We inherited a nation built  through sacrifice,  courage,  imperfection, debate,  conflict,  reconciliation, and continuous  
improvement.

Our responsibility is not to pretend that America has always fulfilled every ideal it proclaimed. Our responsibility is to  
continue working so that its reality comes closer to those ideals.

The next chapter will not be written by historical figures whose portraits hang in government buildings or Lodge 
halls. It will be written by the citizens, families, communities, and institutions living today. It will be written by us.

May this 250th anniversary remind us that independence is not merely freedom from control. It is the responsibility to  
govern ourselves wisely, treat others justly, protect the rights of our neighbors, and leave a stronger foundation for those 
who follow.

May Solomon Lodge No. 20 continue to be a place where good men gain knowledge, practice virtue, strengthen one 
another, and organize their efforts for the benefit of humanity.

Different stones may have different shapes, origins, and purposes, yet 
when properly prepared and placed, they strengthen the same temple.

Let us work together - not as right against left, native-born against immigrant, or one ideology against another - but as  
builders laboring upon the same great structure.

As America celebrates 250 years, may we recommit ourselves to liberty, education, unity, opportunity, brotherhood, 
and service. May we honor the builders who came before us. May we support the Brothers who stand beside us. And may we  
construct a more prosperous, peaceful, and united future for all who will come after us.

Fraternally,
Brother Luis Vargas
Junior Warden
Solomon Lodge No. 20

★   ★   ★

May Brotherly Love Prevail, and may our labor strengthen both the Lodge and the community it serves.


